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1# At the staff meeting on Friday, I raised objections to "editing* 
of the transcripts of depositions} bat Z did not make one objection 
which I thought of later and what perhaps is stronger than ~-^ 

Z made* 

2. .As you know, we ora requiring witnesses to waive signatures on 
depositions or to sign them. I have already expressed my view that 
a waiver is meaningless. In regard to signing, I have set up a system 
with Barefoot Sanders whereby tha witness is required to read his vr. 

deposition and make typographical changes himself, and initial them# 1 ';K| 

If the changes go beyond that, I plan to have the witness sign anyhow, 
but with an indication as to those portions (by page and line) to which 
his signature ( and therefore his approval) does not apply. If possible 
also, tha witness will be allowed to write in his amended answer and 
Initial it * Then, if we think the emended or disapproved answer is not 
acceptable or requires further inquiry, I plan to recall the witness 
when X am in Pallas during the week of April 13 - 17* 
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3* However, this procedure points up the fact that further unilateral ; 
editing by us even ot a mechanical nature will be inconsistent with the 
whole procedure* In other words, X think that having been raetioulcua 
in getting the witness even to approve mechanical errors, wa would be ' 
subject to criticism if we thereafter made any changes; and the situation 
would be worse if the changes extended a scintilla beyond mechanical 
changes. 

4* With regard to unsigned depositions, the foregoing is 4lso applicable. ’ v 
A waiver of signature certainly does not include permission to '(Other 
meaning; it may infer permission to make grama t leal changes an^ perhaps ' 
even to correct awkward language or sentences which are incomplete or 
meaningless as they appear* But even that can become dangerous. 

3* The point is that When any alteration is made suspicious characters 7^ 
wonder why; and many will impute sinister motivations. The only way ^ ^ 
to avoid all of this is to let the depositions rest B3 they are* There 
will bo many yellow journalists looking over our work with their jaundiced \ 
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eyes; Why give them this opportunity merely for the sake Jaf producing 
a better literary product? If the deposition is on the crude side, 
that la the fact* The fact is not the polished revision* ' 
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